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and the arterial systems represent the " pulmonary " and thl
" systemic " capillaries," and not " lymphatics " as described

I am, Sir, yours faithfully,
London, Dec. 24th, 1910. ROBT. Hy. SCANES SPICER.ROBT. HY. SCANES SPICER.

A DISCLAIMER.
To the Editor of THE LANCET.

SIR,&mdash;In a volume just published by Messrs. John Murray
and Sons, entitled I I Induced Cell Division and Cancer," by
Mr. H. C. Ross and Dr. J. W. Cropper, our names are quoted
either in the preface or in the body of the work. We desire
to say that, having had no opportunity of seeing the work
previous to publication, either in manuscript or in proof, we
think it only fair, to disclaim any responsibility for the
statements made and the conclusions arrived at by the
authors. We are, Sir, yours faithfully,

R. J. HARVEY-GIBSON,
W. A. HERDMAN,
B. MOORE,
J. REYNOLDS GREEN,
C. S. SHERRINGTON.

MANCHESTER.

(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

The Medical Units.
AT the headquarters, in Upper Chorlton-road, the annual

parade took place recently for the prize presentations in con-
nexion with the Royal Army Medical Corps (Territorial
Force), East Lancashire Division. The great drill ball, gay
with fiags, was filled with a strong muster of men, officers,
and guests. Colonel W. Coates, C.B., principal medical
officer, East Lancashire Territorial Division, who deserves all
praise for his devotion to the corps, presided. He was

supported by Lieutenant-Colonel Sir Henry Mackinnon,
K.C.B., C.V.O., general officer commanding in chief,
Western Command ; Colonel Lord Brackley and Lady
Brackley ; Colonel J. C. Culling, principal medical officer,
Western Command ; Colonel Damer Harrisson, R.A.M.C.,
T.F., Major Scott, R.A.M.C., and many others. In

introducing Sir Henry Mackinnon, Colonel Coates said
that the principal work of the year had been the formation
of No. 18 Special Reserve Field Ambulance R.A.M.C.,
which was now ready for service at home and abroad.
A division of the British Red Cross was now being
formed in East Lancashire, and he thought that through
their corps they could help the movement. There were
hundreds of men who had passed through the ranks of the
Royal Army Medical Corps who could go into these voluntary
aid detachments without any further- examination. Those

wishing to join should communicate with headquarters.
Those who joined would only undertake the obligation of
possibly rendering aid to the wounded in the locality in which
they lived. Colonel Bentley Mann gave an encouraging
account of the present position of the East Lancashire Field
Ambulance. Sir Henry Mackinnon said that he looked upon
the medical units as an efficient and useful body of the
Territorial Force. Their position was vastly improved since he
last addressed them six years ago, and they had now got the
medical service of the Territorial Force on a sound working
basis.

National Minimum of Health.
Dr. James Niven’s recent lecture to the Manchester Fabian

Society was full of interest. He stated that, as shown by the
Registrar-General’s return, the death-rate of the country had
been reduced by almost one-third since the quinquennial
period of 1871-75. For those years the uncorrected death-
rates were 22 per 1000. Thirty years later the death-rate
was 16 per 1000, and in 1908 it was 14.7 per 1000. This
was calculated to represent a value of over .612,000,000 a
year. There are, however, obstacles to further pro-
gress. Boys and girls in our large towns are hurried
off to work at the earliest possible moment, and
their energies engrossed in acquiring technical skill and
in earning wages. Little or no interest is taken in domestic
matters. The girls know very little but what they have
learned at school ; hence they are very ignorant of how
to make a comfortable home for their husbands, or how to

3 rear healthy children. "They lose their babes, but pass
. through a painful apprenticeship in motherhood." Then

come trade depressions, unemployment, crowding together of
families, disease, and idleness, and probably one-tenth of
the industrial population is subjected to deterioration, both
physical and moral. Dr. Niven believed that ordinary
punishment for neglect of children is useless and may be
harmful. He would have power of detention, with enforced
labour for the support of the wife and children. If girls are
to be good mothers they must know how to take care of

infants, and he remarked that excellent, though all too short,
education is provided by the Manchester Education Authority

 for the senior girls in elementary schools. Dr. Niven desires
a more extended and systematic course, to include cooking,

cleaning, washing, sewing, mending, and so on ; that the
girl should be able to choose a house, know how to use

it to the best advantage, and know also what goods to
get, their prices, and how to combine them-in fact, all
the things which make the difference between a well-kept
and a badly-kept house. It will, however, be some time
before Manchester girls become miniature Mrs. Beetons.

Typhoid Fever at Knutsford.
An inquest was held recently on a seven-year-old child

in suggestive circumstances. Six weeks before the death
the mother was taken to the hospital with typhoid fever.
When she got back home on Nov. 2nd she found the child,
whom she had left in the care of another woman, very ill,
but she did not send for a medical man till the evening of the
child’s death. The medical evidence was that death was
caused by septic poisoning, due to the perforation of a typhoidal
ulcer." The condition of the house was said to be such that
it was perfectly impossible "for the child to get better."
The coroner expressed surprise that the sanitary authorities
did not visit the house after the mother’s removal to the

hospital. Evidently the Knutsford slums require looking
after. From its position the town is not a very easy one to
drain satisfactorily.
Dec. 27th.

WALES.
(FROM OUR OWN CORRESPONDENT.)

I The Training of Midwives.
! AN effort is being made in Cardiganshire to raise funds
voluntarily for the purpose of providing for the efficient
training of midwives in the county. The proposal is not

meeting altogether with the approval of some of the local
sanitary authorities, who consider that the county council
should provide the necessary funds so that each district will
have to contribute its proper and fair proportion. The
Merionethshire county council has for several years granted
yearly three scholarships of &pound;25 each for the training of
midwives.

Cardiff Infirmary : Suggested Fees from Patients.
At a recent meeting of the board of management of

the Cardiff Infirmary a recommendation was made by
one of the committees that each in-patient should be called
upon to pay 6d. a day and each out-patient 3d. weekly,
unless their circumstances were such that they could not
afford to make these payments. The proposal was approved
by Lord Aberdare, who stated that this method of adding to
the funds of the institution had been adopted elsewhere with
success. The average weekly cost of each in-patient is
.B1 2s. 4d., and it is estimated that the adoption of the
proposal would add about E700 yearly to the income of the
infirmary. The scheme did not meet with the approval of all
the members of the board and no definite decision was come
to on the matter.

An Isolation Hovpitalfor Aberystwath.
The question of providing an isolation hospital for the

town of Aberystwith has been under the consideration of the
town council for a very long period and the need for such an
institution has been felt upon many occasions. There

appears to be some chance of this very necessary municipal
equipment being provided, a plot of land two acres in extent
having been offered to the council as a site. It is situated at
the rear of the Aberystwith infirmary, and a suggestion has
been made that it might be possible to administer the hospital
from that institution. When the question was being dis-
cussed at a recent meeting of the town council one member-


